ARMADNI GENERAL
TOMAS SEDLACEK
- NIKDY SE NEVZDAT

V letodnim roce si pfipominame sté
vyroéi narozeni vileéného veterdna
armadniho generdla Tomase Sedlacka.
Za druhé svétové valky se zicastnil boji
ve Francii a Velké Britanii, pozdéji i na
vychodni fronté. Svou jedineénou Zivotni
pout popsal v knize VYDRZET!, ktera se
neddvno dockala své reedice.

General Sedlacek se narodil 8. ledna
1918, tedy jen nékolik mésict pred
vznikem Ceskoslovenska. Do armady
nastoupil dobrovolné, Vojenskou
akademii v Hranicich tésné pred valkou
vystudoval jako jeden z nejlepsich.
Odesel z ni v hodnosti porucika
délostfelectva. Po okupaci v roce 1940
odesel - balkdnskou cestou nejdfive do
Francie a po jejim padu do Velké
Britanie. V |été 1944 byl prevelen do
Sovétského svazu, po té se téastnil
krutych boji na Dukle a posledni
véle€nou zimu proZil po porazce
Slovenského narodniho povstani

v horéch. Zrejmé nejkrutéjsim obdobim
si prosel po komunistickém puci, kdy
vyrazné doplatil na sviij nekompromisni
postoj viéi tomuto reZzimu. Z vézeni vysel
Tomas Sedlacek pii amnestii v roce
1960, ale rehabilitace se dockal po roce
1989. Plsobil jako pfedseda
Ceskoslovenské obce legionarské, za své
zasluhy dostal Rad T. G. Masaryka,

Réad M. R. Stefénika, dva valeéné kfize

a medaili Za chrabrost. Zemfiel

v motolské nemocnici ve véku
devadesati ctyf let dne 27. srpna 2012.

Kratce po smrti generala Sedlacka
vznikla mezi pfislusniky Posadkového
velitelstvi Praha myslenka vybudovat
tomuto jedineénému élovéku pomnik.
Nad projektem prevzal zastitu tehdejsi
nacelnik Generalniho §tabu ACR arméadni
general Petr Pavel. Vitézny navrh bysty
studenta AVU Petra Laciny byl vybran

i za prispéni vojenskych historikd a élend
rodiny generala Sedlacka. Dne 24. z&Fi
2014 byl v aredlu Posadkového velitelstvi
Praha pomnik slavnostné odhalen.

Od roku 2015 si osudy generala Sedlacka
pfipominaji pFislusnici Posddkového
velitelstvi Praha spolu s byvalymi

i sou¢asnym nacéelnikem Generélniho
§tabu ACR béhem pietniho aktu

v prazskych Dejvicich vzdy v den
Sedlackova narozeni. Armadni general
Karel Pezl k osobnosti generdla Sedlacka
bé&hem lednového pietniho aktu doplnil:

»Prijimal mé jako mladého maturanta.
General Sedlacek byl ¢lovék
mimoradnych osobnich a vojenskych
kvalit. Pro$el obdobim tohoto statu

v riznych etapach a vzdy se s tim éestné
vyrovnal. Myslim si, Ze je vzorem nejen
pro lidi, ktefi se dnes zGéastnili pietniho
aktu,” dodal armadni general Karel Pezl
s tim, Ze zasluhuje Gctu.

Nové reedice se dockala Sedlackova
autobiografie s nadzvem VYDRZET! Tato
podnétna kniha nemapuje pouze
vzestupy a pady Zivota generéla

Sedlacka, téz vzestupy a pady

v nedlouhé historii ¢eskoslovenského
celé knihy je myslenka, Ze svoboda,
kterou v soucasné dobé bereme za
samoziejmou, nebyla zadarmo a neni
neporusitelna. Nejdalezitéjsi je
VYDRZET A NIKDY SE NEVZDAT!

kpt. Eva Cajthamlova,
Posadkové velitelstvi Praha
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GENERAL
TOMAS
SEDLACEK
- NEVER
SURRENDER

The year 2018 is considered to be deeply
symbolic as the Czechs and Slovaks will
celebrate the Centennial of the creation
of Czechoslovakia. As well, this year we
remeber the one-hundredth anniversary
of General Tomas Sedlacekes birthday.
During the Second World War, he first
joined the French Army and later, the
British Army, before moving to the Soviet
Union in 1944 and helping to liberate
Czechoslovakia. He described his
extraordinary life in the book VYDRZET!,
which has just been republished.

Tomas Sedlacek was born on January 8th
in 1918 in Vienna, just a few months
before the creation of Czechoslovakia.
He volunteered to serve his country and
studied at the Military Academy in
Hranice in Moravia. In 1938 he served as
an artillery lieutenant. In 1940 he
escaped through the so called ,Balkan"
road to France and later he was
evacuated to England. In 1944, he was
transferred to the eastern front - to
Dukla and afterwards to the rear of the
enemy to assist on the side of the
Slovakian national uprising.

In 1951 the late Major Sedlaéek was
detained on account of an alleged
conspiracy. He was convicted to life
imprisonment. After the amnesty of
1960 he worked as a mason, later as an
assistant draftsman. He was exonerated
after the Velvet Revolution. Tomas
Sedlaéek passed away on August, the
27th, 2012.

Just after his death, the soldiers and
civilian employees of the Prague
Garrison came up with the idea to build
a monument of this extraordinary
soldier. The project was under the
auspices of the former Chief of the
General Staff Petr Pavel. The winning
design was that of AVU student Petr
Lacina who was chosen by not only the
members of Sedlacekes family, but also
by military historians working on the
project. On 24 September 2014 the
monument was solemnly unveiled.

Since 2015, the Prague Garrison soldiers
and employees together with former and
current Chiefs of the General Staff have
remembered the extraordinary life of
Gen. Sedlacek during wreath-laying
ceremonies at the monument. Always
held on his one-hundredth birthday,
this yeares ceremony has even
greater and more symbolic
meaning since we are
celebrating the Centennial of
the creation of
Czechoslovakia.
Army General Karel
Pezl says: ,| first met
Gen. Sedlacek as
a post-graduate
at the Military
Academy. He
was an
extraordinary person of
great character and leadership

Naéelnici GS ACR armdadni generélové:
Pavel .§tefka, Karel Pezl, Josef Becvar, Jifi
Nekvasil, Jifi Sedivy, Viastimil Picek

a velitel PV Praha plk. gst. Milan Virt

abilities. He went through the most
dramatic periods of our history, but
never surrendered. | believe he set the
example for all citizens of our country.”
His autobiograpy VYDRZET! has just
been republished. It doesnet only depict
his lifestory but the book also describes
the ups and downs of the history of
Czechoslovakia. Once, General Sedlacek
emphasized: ,People should realize that
the freedom that we enjoy so naturally
was gained at a huge sacrifice and
hardship and that we have to cultivate
our freedom and not forget. And not
surrender - that's the important thing.”

Cpt Eva Cajthamlova,
Garrison Command
of Prague
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